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CHAPTER THREE: BELIEF IN ALLAH’S BOOKS 

The meaning of Belief in the Books 

Belief in Allah’s Books is a pillar of Eeman. A person is not a believer without this pillar. Allah 

SWT says 


0 you who believe! Believe in Allah, and His Messenger, and the book that He has sent 
down to His Messenger, and the Scripture that He sent down to those before, and 
whosoever disbelieves in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His Messengers, and the Last 

Day, then indeed he has strayed far away. [4:136] 

Belief in the books entails: 

• 

Believing in the previous Books that Allah revealed to His messengers. Included are 
those that Allah has specifically mentioned in the Quran such as: 

• 

The scriptures of Ibraheem: 

• 

And this is in the former Scriptures, the Scriptures of Ibraheem and Moosa. 

[87:18-19] 

The Zaboor: 


....and unto Dawood We gave the Zaboor. [17:55] 

• 

The Tawraah: 


Verily, We did send down the Tawrah [to Moosa]. Therein was guidance and 

light. [5:44] 

• 

The Injeel: 


Then, We sent after them, Our messengers, and We sent 'Eesa son of Maryam, 
and gave him the Injeel.... [57:27] 

• 

There are many other books of an unknown number and with unknown names. 

Allah had told the Prophet (PBUH) that other Prophets were not believed before, 
even though they were given books and clear proofs. 
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Then if they reject you (0 Muhammad), so were Messengers rejected before 
you, who came with Al-Bayyinat (clear signs, proofs, evidence) and the 
scripture and the book of enlightenment. [3:184] 

• Believing in the Quran and that it is the last book Allah revealed 

• Believing in the wahy (revelation) 


Verily, We have inspired you (O Mohammad) as We inspired Nooh and the 
Prophets after himl We (also) inspired Ibrahim, Ismail, Ishaq, Yaquob, and Al- 
Asbat, Eesa, Ayoob, Yoonus, Haroon, and Sulaiman, and to Dawood We gave 

the Zaboor. [4:163] 


o The word book is 'kitab' in 'Arabic. Linguistically 'katb' is the root for 'kitab'. 
'Katb' means gathering something. The reason we call books as kitab as we 
gather or collect our thoughts together in a book. From Islamic point of view 
messengers received books piece by piece instead of a complete collection at 
one shot. 

o When the messengers received a book that get it in a verbal form instead of a 
written one. The only exception was that once Musa (AWS) received a written 
tablet written directly from Allah SWT. 

• All of the books are Allah’s words. This entails that Allah speaks. 


What is our position regarding the books remaining today (the Tawrah 
and the Injeel)? 


• We believe in original revelations. 

• We also believe that there is change happened to them. We have example of 'Thalmud' was 
invented after the time of Prophet Musa (AWS) or those 'Gospels/testaments' that was 
invented after Prophet 'Eesa (AWS). The following verses prove this issue: 


Do you (faithful believers) covet that they will believe in your religion despite of the 
fact that a party of them (Jewish rabbis) used to hear the Word of Allah [the Tawrah], 
then they used to change it knowingly after they understood it? [2:75] 




Rays of Faith 


Chapter Three: Belief in Allah’s books 


-3- 


Among those who are Jews, there are some who displace words from (their) right 
places and say: “We hear your word (0 Mohammad) and disobey.” [4:46] 

And from those who call themselves Christians, We took their covenant, but they have 
abandoned a good part of the Message that was sent to them....[5:14] 

• Among the scholars of Islam some went with two extreme pinions. According to Imam 
Bukhari and others say that the Torah is mostly the same and has very little change. On the 
other hand, Ibn Hazm said that all these scriptures are absolutely changed and we don’t have 
any previous books left. 

• As mentioned in Sunan Abi Dawood, during the time of the Prophet (SAW) the Jews asked 
him to judge between them. An-Nabee asked them to bring the Tawrah that they had. When 
the Jews brought it, out of respect Prophet (SAW) placed a pillow underneath the Tawrah. 
But during the time of verdict the Jewish scholars tried to hide the portion that has the ruling. 
The scholars use this hadeeth to when they say that a big portion of the Torah is still the 
same, or else An-Nabee (SAW) wouldn’t have treated it this way. 

• Ibn Taymiah (RA) gave the opinion that there would be at least one copy of each revealed 
scripture somewhere in the world. And probably what was brought in front of An-Nabee 
(SAW) was an authentic copy, which would explain why An-Nabee (SAW) showed so much 
respect. 

• Definitely we don’t accept those parts from any existing scripture that what contradicts 
Islam. 

• The concepts of keeping the Prophet’s word separate from Allah’s word are not in 
Christianity. 

• Ibnul Qayyim specifies five (5) kinds of 'Tahreef (change) that crept into those scriptures: 

o Part of the text was lost, 
o Additions were put in. 
o Incorrect translation occurred. 

o Meaning: incorrect 'tafseer' or interpretation happened. 
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o Words and phrases were substituted with others. 

• Allah did not mean to protect those scripture. The reason being they were not meant for all 
humanity rather they were meant for specific people and specific time. On the other hand 
Qur'an is meant to stay in the earth until the Day of Judgment. 

• We don't take our 'Shariah' from other books or scriptures from Tawrah. The following 
Hadeeth explains this topic. 

Jabir ibn Abdullah reported that once Umar ibn Al-Khattab took from a Jew a sheet 
of the Tawrah. He started reading from it in front of the Prophet (PBUH) and 
the Prophet (PBUH) became very upset and said, "Do you have doubts about 
what I taught you, O son of Al-Khattab? By the One Who has my soul in His 
hand, I brought the religion to you clear and pure, and if my brother Musa were 
alive, he would have no choice but to follow me." [Ahmad] 

Our rules are different from previous nations. Example of rules taking 

=> Someone will say that he can work as a minister with a dictator like pharoh 
and gives his proof by stating the story of Yusuf (AWS). 

=> Someone says we go out for Dawah for 40 days since Musa was out in the 
dessert for 40 days. 

=> We can't use stories like this to make up rules. 

• Sometimes we get more stories or details from those scriptures. There are extra info as long 
as these are not contradictory with Qur'an and Sunnah. For any of stories we can't say it is 
from Allah, we always need proof, as evident from the following Hadeeth: 

Abu Hurayrah reported that the Jews used to read the Tawrah in Hebrew and then 
explain it in Arabic to Muslims. The Prophet (PBUH) warned, "Do not believe 
the People of the Book, and do not disbelieve them. Just say to them, 'We 
believe in Allah and what was revealed to us and what was revealed to you.'" 
[Al-Bukharee] 

• Characteristics of the previous Wahee (revelation): 

o They called for Tawheed 
o Source of guidance to people. 

o Gave glad tidings of the coming of the Prophet (SAW) 
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o Gave the rules 
o Made the lawful and unlawful 
o Discusses the Day of Judgment. 

Believing in the Last Book: Al-Quran 

♦ The Qur'an is Allah’s last revelation and the best of His speech. 

o The Qur'an means recitation. Prophet Dawood’s book was also recited, so it was also 
called Qur'an. 

o The best surah is Al-Fatiha. 
o Best verse is Ayat tul-Qursi 

■ Allah! La iiaha ilia Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He), the Ever 
Living, the One Who sustains and protects all that exists. Neither slumber, nor 
sleep overtakes Him. To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever 
is on earth. Who is he that can intercede with Him except with His Permission? 
He knows what happens to them (His creatures) in this world, and what will 
happen to them in the Hereafter. And they will never compass anything of His 
Knowledge except that which He wills. His KursT extends over the heavens and 
the earth, and He feels no fatigue in guarding and preserving them. And He is 
the Most High, the Most Great. (2:255). 

o The whole Quran was brought to 'Baytul 'Ijj a' in the night of al-Qadar. Then inover 23 
years it was brought to An-Nabee (SAW). 

o During Prophet's lifetime the Quran was kept together in chapters not as a single 
book. The angel Jibreel would tell the Prophte (PBUH) where to put the verses to 
which chapters and after which verses. 

o The Prophet (PBUH) assingned people to write the verses and told where to place the 
verse. 

o All the chapters were collected after the Prophet’s (PBUH) time during Abu Bakr 
(RA)'s khilafah. They kept it in certain order, since each sahaba was keeping them in 
different orders. For example MusHaf 'Ali was ordered along the time of revelation. 

o Abu Bakr appointed Zayd ibn Thabit (RA) as the in-charge person and made 
conditions of compilation as follows: 

■ A verse should be well known to and memorised by the companions. 

■ Has to be in written form. 
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■ The verse has to be written in front of two witnesses. Each witness says that it 
was directly told to them by the Prophet (PBUH) and approves it. 

♦ The Qur'an was revealed in the pure Arabic language to the Prophet (PBUH). 

o Qur'an was revealed in 7 (seven) different dialects. Same meaning was explained in 
all 7 (seven) of these dialects, 
o It is aliving miracle in that sense. 

o 7 different dialects were easy for the 'Arabs. To make it not so confusing for the non- 
'Arabs who were entering Islam the companions made a decision that would keep 
only one way and the other ways would not be written. It was in the dialect of the 
Quraish and was the l;ast way that was recited by the Prophet(SAW). 
o Some of the words in the Qur'an are not 'Arabic. For example 

■ Some Names: Ibraheem etc 

■ Foreign words:. 


♦ It has been given different names and descriptions. 

Al-Qur'an has been given different names by Allah SWT. Such as 


Al-Qur'an 

Al-Furqaan 

Al-Kitab 

Al-Hudaa 

As-Shifaa' 

Az-Z ik 'r 


An-Noor 

Al-Bayan 

Al-Hayat 

Ar-RooH 

Ar-Rahmah 


What are the unique qualities of the Quran? 

• The Quran covers all the teachings of previous books:As Allah SWT says: 


And We have sent down to you (O Mohammad) the Book (this Quran) in truth, 
confirming the Scripture that came before it and Muhayminan (trustworthy in highness 
and a witness) over it (old Scriptures)..[5:48] 

• Allah promised to safeguard it: 
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Verily, it is We Who have sent down the dhikr (i.e. the Quran) and surely, We will guard 

it (from corruption). [15:9] 

Part of safeguarding the Qur'an is also to save the Sunnah of the Prophet (SAW). The sheikh 
mentions about the case of 'Danish Cartoons' that tried to denigrate our beloved Prophet 
(SAW). In the west there is a huge cry for 'freedom of speech' whereas it is Islam that ensures 
freedom of speech. As An-Nabee (SAW) said,"Allah will never bless a nation if the weakest 
person among them cannot ask freely for his right." So where to draw the line for 'freedom of 
speech'? In Islam Allah SWT gives the guidelines but the details are left for mankind to fill 
the gaps. 

Eeman in the Quran has two levels: 

1. The first level is a rukn of Eeman and leaving it is Kufr (Nawaqid Al-Eeman). It includes 
believing that the Quran is the word of Allah, was revealed to the Prophet (PBUH), it is the 
last revelation, it was delivered to us completely, it is protected from addition and 
subtraction, it is a source of legislation, etc. 

2. The second level includes obligations and recommendations. Leaving them is not considered 
Kufr. It includes applying all its rules, reading it, memorizing it, understanding it, etc. 

Sahabah would consider it a sign of hypocracy that someone doesn't finish the Qur'an in 40 
days. 

Al-Quran: The Greatest Miracle 

Al-Quran is a continuous miracle. 

1. The language of the Qur'an itself. 

2. Knowledge or meaning. Al-Qur'an brought a lot of science and meaning which no human 
was capable of bringing. For example, the scientific phenomena that Qur'an has described 
long before they were understood. Such as 

■ Separation of Fresh/Salt water in the sea instead of their mixing, 

■ Embryonic development stages in the mother's womb, etc. 

3. Fulfilled many prophecies. Some examples: 
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■ Abu Lahab will not accept Islam. Abu Lahab could come forward an said that he had 
accepted Islam and that would immediately nullify surah Lahab (or Masad). 

■ Allah told the Prophet (PBUH) that he would fight with Quraish and he will defeat 
them in Surat al-Qamar ayat 145. This verse was revealed when there were only few 
people accepted Islam from Prophet (SAW) and light of Islam was about to be put 
out. And this prophecy did not fulfill until 16 (sixteen) years later. 

4. Effects on the soul: Al-Qur'an has a profound impact on one's soul. Even non-muslims will 
feel the effect and see the difference. 

■ Sheikh Waleed gave a personal account. He was invited to a church to give a talk. 
During his talk he recited verses from the Qur'an as well as he quoted sentences in 
'Arabic. After the presentation a non-muslim lady approached him and told him that 
one part (verses) were so different than the others. 

■ Additional story: Sheikh Mamdouh Muhammad (in another AlMaghrib class, Faith 
Has a Language) mentioned another incident during a few hours long exam for a 
Medicine course. Noticing the restless mood in the exam hall, one muslim student 
asked the exam proctor if he would allow to play a nice qur'anic recitation. When the 
tape was played the whole grouped felt peace and there were no more anxiety among 
the students even though most of them were non-muslims. 

5. Protection from change since its revelation. 

6. Free from contradictions. If some verses were abrogated and replaced by other verses it was 
abrogated out mercy from ar-Rahman. 

Q& A: 

Ql. Difference between 7 (seven) dialects of revelation and Qira'at: 

Al: 


Q2: Do jinn pray in the masajid? 

A2: Yes, Jinn prays in masjid's too. Example: During Umar (RA) 

Verse from the Qur'an: Hijr 74. Qasas 107 
Q3: Example of Linguistic miracle: 
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A3: 

♦ In surah ...verse.. Allah SWt says: 

('portion of arabic verse..) 

T ataj afa j unubaheem 

\jafd: 'jafa' means when you leave something and you don’t like it any more. 

Meaning of 'to distance themselves' 

' tajafa ': here 'ta' adds the.meaning 'continuously'. 

' tatajafa ': another addition of 'ta' means extra struggle. 

So the overall meaning: 'to distance from something, continuously, with extra 
struggle'. 

♦ In another verse, Allah SWT says about the mother of Musa (AWS) 

(' portion of arabic verse..) 

Faija ... .faqjifee. 

' aqjif : means just through, don't worry about anything else. Just a single 

word has a lot of associated meaning. 





